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Focus 

Foster families and their perception about the foster 
care experience. Are they willing to undergo other 
foster care placements? How to build on their 
experience to further develop foster care at local level? 

Social workers. To what extent does the activation of  
services also depend on poverty and deprivation?  

What do they suggest in terms of   
future development of  foster care? 



Foster families 

38 families 
70 children in foster care 
80% non-kinship care 
 



Motivation (far) 

Motivation (close) 

Motivations 



Promotional campaigns 
How much promotional campaigns did contribute to your decision? 

How to connect promotional campaigns 
and decisions to be foster carers? 



Path Interviews before foster care starts 

Contents of  interviews 



Satisfaction and usefulness 



0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 

Ritmi della vita quotidiana 

Organizzazione degli impegni dei componenti della famiglia 

Impegni di lavoro 

Esperienze di socialità e divertimento 

Situazioni di relazione con amici e conoscenti 

Situazioni di impegno sociale 

Situazioni di relazione con i familiari 

Consequences on family life 

Organisation of family members 

Daily life 

Work committement 

Social committment 

Socialisation and leisure time 

Relationships in the family 

Relationship with friends 



+ 
Cultural consequences: “orientation to social commitment and 
solidarity”, “knowledge of  unknown situations” 
Positive attitude towards other people: “openness”, “sharing”, 
“responsibility” 
Help building their own personal identity: “to have a vision 
about myself” 
 

-- 
Unexpected feelings, such as  jealousy or uneasiness of  
children (especially adolescents), or in general forcing 
children to live in an environment that is less calm (and with 
a reduction of  privacy) 

Consequences on children 



Before and after the experience 

Future developments should consider: 
-  A better planning of  the foster care placement 
-  A stronger relationship with birth families 



Orientation to new  
foster care placements 

Available to support 
other families 

How to improve? 
They would like a foster care that is 
planned in advance, with higher autonomy 
inside the plan provided by services/court 
and a better communication and 
information with social services. 



Social Workers (Tfiey) 

European and North American foundations have established the 
Transatlantic Forum on Inclusive Early Years, aiming to bring together 
leading scientists, practitioners, civil society members, business leaders and 
political decision-makers from different countries to explore policies and 
projects supporting the early childhood development of  children from 
migrant and low-income families.  
The aim is to exchange research results, strategies, policies, innovations and 
best practices as well as to create the opportunity to scale-up existing 
knowledge and evidence-based research, with a view to making early 
childhood education and care for children from migrant and low-income 
families a priority on the political agenda in Europe and beyond.  



National Survey Social Workers (Tfiey) 

Services provided to children in poverty 
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Children Parents 



Foster carers and social workers provide relevant 
indications for further development of  foster care.  
Our role is to better explore these perspective and build 
innovative way of  working involving professionals and 
non professionals, especially at a time of  crisis, with 
increased poverty and fragility among families. 

A message 



Thank you for the attention 
 

cinziacanali@fondazionezancan.it 


