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� 1989 Youth Care Act
◦ Recognition for foster care as a separate, 
independent form of child care

◦ Provisions 

� 2005 Youth Care Act
◦ Recognition for foster care providers (N=28)

� Nationally working providers (N=3)

� Regionally working providers (N=25)
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� Multi-functional organisation (MFO)

◦ Ambulatory Care
(a.o. family support, home visits, individual therapy, etc.) 

◦ Day Care/Treatment

◦ Foster Care

◦ Residential Care
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Child/family in need of care

Youth Care Bureau Youth Care Bureau Youth Care Bureau Youth Care Bureau (central gate to care)

(MFO)

Ambulatory Care

Day Care/Treatment

Foster CareFoster CareFoster CareFoster Care

Residential Care
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� Financially
◦ Foster parent treated as volunteer who receives 
reimbursement (nov 2006)
� 0–10 years:  € 440,- a month

� 11-18 years:  € 540,- a month

� Extra costs:    € 90,- a month

� Psychosocially
◦ Until 1989 support was arranged and carried out by 
Youth Care Bureau, i.e. a guardian

◦ Now the guardian only supports biological parents; 
a foster care worker supports the foster parent 
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� Foster care modules:
◦ Crisis intervention

◦ Re-unification support

◦ Holiday foster care

◦ Weekend foster care

◦ Day foster care

◦ Observation (3-6 month)

◦ Care and upbringing (on average: 2 years)

� Adoption: not allowed
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Regional foster care providerRegional foster care providerRegional foster care providerRegional foster care provider––––hierarchyhierarchyhierarchyhierarchy:

District manager (25)

Teamleader

Supporting staff
(pedagogue, psychologist)

Co-worker     Foster care workerFoster care workerFoster care workerFoster care worker
(Training, screening, matching)
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Financial means/supply per module

� Examples:
◦ Long-term foster care 1.28 hours/week per case

◦ Crisis-intervention 3.00 hours/week per case

◦ Weekend foster care 0.64 hours/week per case

◦ Re-unification support 7.00 hours/week per case
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� Netherlands
◦ 16.3 million inhabitants
◦ 3.5 million minors (0-18)

� Children making use of out-of-home care during 
one year (2006)
◦ Foster care: ± 20.000 (41%)
◦ Residential care: ± 29.000 (59%)

� January 2006: 12.000 children in foster care
(corresponding with 11.750 foster families)
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� Extension in 2006: 1.200 places

� Children in 
◦ Long-term foster care: 43%

◦ Short-term foster care: 57%

◦ Kinship care: 35%

◦ Foster care: 65%

� Ethnic minority children: 30% 
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� Recruitment
◦ Parent(s) showing interest

◦ Parent(s) receive information

◦ Invited for special meeting

� Registration form

� Declaration of health

� No objection Child Protection Agency collecting info

� Preparation and selection
◦ Preparation and selection by STAP-programme
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� STAPSTAPSTAPSTAP----programmeprogrammeprogrammeprogramme based on MAPP (Model 
Approach to Partnerships in Parenting)

� Issues:
◦ Cooperation
◦ Loss
◦ Binding
◦ History
◦ Behaviour
◦ Perspectives
◦ Impact

� Goals:
◦ Equip candidate foster parent(s) with knowledge and skills
◦ Select appropriate foster parent(s) 

13



� Recruitment
◦ Parent(s) showing interest

◦ Parent(s) receive information

◦ Invited for special meeting
� Registration form

� Declaration of health

� No objection Child Protection Agency collecting info

� Preparation and selection
◦ Preparation and selection by STAP-programme
◦ Home visitsHome visitsHome visitsHome visits
� Family profileFamily profileFamily profileFamily profile

� RegistrationRegistrationRegistrationRegistration

◦ AdmissionAdmissionAdmissionAdmission
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Criteria:

� Openness and clearness in contacts;

� Co-operation as a team, sharing 
parenthood;

� Helping child to develop positive view

� Helping child to change behaviour

� Being aware of impact of fostering
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� Vision/mission derived from International 
Treaty of Children’s Rights

� Theoretical orientation: eclectic
◦ Systems theory
◦ Contextual theory 
◦ Developmental psychology, psychopathology
◦ Social learning theory
◦ Attachment theory
◦ Communication theory
◦ Empowerment model 

� Empirical results….?
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Subjects of PhD dissertations

- Burden of fostering (Bastiaensen, 2001)

- Assessment in foster care (De Meyer, 2003)

- Legal position foster parent (Punselie, 2006)

- Conflicts with foster parents (Okma, 2006)

- Attachment of foster children (Oosterman, 2007)

- Parent stress & developm of child (Van 

Oijen, prep)















Community

(n=87)

Foster care

(n=60)

T1 T2 T1 T2

Int .30 .30 .28 .28

Ext .35 .38 .30 .27

Tot pr .37 .36 .32 .30



Current

(n=37)

Breakd

(n=19)

Int. .33 .16*

Ext .28 .26

Tot prob .29 .31



FFC

(n=28)

KFC

(n=50)

Int. .24 .29

Ext .33 .32

Tot prob .33 .31





Actual

Breakd Current

Pred. Breakd 71% 37%

Current 29% 63%

100% 100%
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