Research on life in foster
care families in Germany

Klaus Wolf

University of Siegen, Germany
klaus.wolf@uni-siegen.de


mailto:klaus.wolf@uni-siegen.de

1. The Balance between Liabilities
an Resources
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2. Empirical studies
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3. Problems and Tasks Confronting
Foster Children
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4. Problems and Tasks Confronting
Foster Parents
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“It became apparent that there are often
unconscious, psychological reasons why
parents would tend to deny the difficulties
they were having with the children for a
while, as they were guided by the wish to
finally have a ‘normal’ family. But if these
conflicts can no longer be suppressed,
especially in the case of children’s antisocial
behavior, the usual reactions are an
overemphasis of this undesirable behavior
and tendencies to reject the children. So with
the same group of people under study, totally
different results could occur in these two
phases.”

Brigitte Steimer (2000: 130-131)
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“As long as the foster mother puts no
blame on the child for the effort he or
she causes her, her relationship to the
child remains a good one despite any
burden she might feel. But if she starts
to ascribe malevolence to the child,
assuming that the child is ‘deliberately’
annoying her — and this sort of
purposefulness is often mistakenly
attributed to the child — then that will
be the end of the tolerable relationship
between her and the child.”

(Danziger 1930:119)
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5. Children of Foster Parents



6. Problems Confronting the Birth
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7. Navra pel (Everythings Flows)

We need a process model because:

the socialization environment changes and
should change,

individual people interact with one another,

the balance between liabilities and resources
changes,

new actors come onto the stage and others
drift into the background,

effects are distributed across long chains of
courses of action,

developments at the macro level trigger
changes at the level of interaction.



We should:

1. inquire into processes and

interdependencies,

2. take into account the constructions of
meaning established by the individuals
involved, that is, their experience and ways
of dealing with experience, and

3. take a close look at the entire development
of the child, in childhood and youth, not
simply in specific settings. With such a
biographical perspective, we should assess
which resources the children require in
order to gain access to their own disparate
history.



...... and now: Daniela Reimer
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Sense of Control

ﬂ

e H——— g | ——p g — —
1 2 3 4 5 ° 7 8 10\11 12 j3 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

© Daniela Reimer




Critical Life Events & Turning Points
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