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Guidelines for the use of "AI-based" language models/text generators 
(ChatGPT or similar) in the Faculty of Arts and Humani�es1 
Status: Summer semester 2023 
 
Dear Students, 
 
digital competencies are one of the most important key skills of your genera�on. With AI-
based text generators such as ChatGPT, completely new technologies are currently available 
that will have an impact on reading and wri�ng, studying and teaching, career and everyday 
life – an impact that cannot even been es�mated today. The use of these technologies in re-
search and teaching is not forbidden at the University of Siegen, but must always undergo 
cri�cal reflec�on. For this reason, Faculty I hereby establishes guidelines for handling AI. 
 
These guidelines give hints on 

• how AI-based text generators can be possibly used in the daily study rou�ne (1), 
• the necessary reflec�on in the working process with AI-based text generators (2) 
• the use of AI- tools in the context of taking course requirements and examina�ons (3) 
• how the use of AI-based text generators has to be documented and marked (4) 
• limita�ons of AI-based text generators and the resul�ng consequences for your sci-

en�fic prac�ce (5)  
• on the reflec�ve use of AI- tools in your studies (6). 

 

 
1 This English language version of the original German document was translated using the AI-assisted transla�on service 
DeepL for a first dra� and then manually edited. 
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AI-based text generators such as ChatGPT may only be used if their use is com-
pa�ble with the criteria of scien�fic work and thus, of course, with copyright law 
and only if they do not interfere with the intended acquisi�on of competencies, 
which is evidenced through course requirements (SL) and examina�ons (PL). The 
declara�on of academic independence that you submit with each writen paper 
also relates to the use of AI-based text generators. In oral formats (e.g. presenta-
�ons), the use of AI must also be documented. 
 
The studies at the University of Siegen pursue as a fundamental principle the cul�va�on of 
scien�fic thinking and work, of which the criteria must be taken into account in every work 
phase and in every text you produce. AI-based language models generate their output 
solely based on probability calcula�ons trained by machine learning techniques. Therefore, 
the output content may be incorrect or distorted. Due to the way they work, the systems 
usually cannot provide informa�on about the sources their statements are based on (which 
is why copyright infringements are conceivable), nor can they assess their quality, �meli-
ness, and relevance. This poses serious challenges to the academic criteria of verifiability, 
transparency, and objec�vity that must be observed when dealing with AI-based language 
models. 

 
1. Use of AI-based text generators in everyday study 

 
If you use AI-based text generators such as ChatGPT, for example, to 
 
 

• Get an overview on a topic, 
• develop ideas, 
• translate ar�cles, 
• summarize texts, 
• create an outline or 
• revise a text, 

 
you must always cri�cally reflect and review the output of the AI (see point 2). As a general 
rule, AI must not replace independent work; it can at best be used in a preparatory or sup-
por�ve manner (see point 3) but must then be appropriately indicated (see point 4). 
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2. Cri�cal reflec�on in the work process with AI-based language tools  
The study program at the University of Siegen is designed to enable you as future actors in 
science, business, culture, and society to use findings, methods and tools in a professional, 
meaningful and value-added manner. The prac�ce of scien�fic thinking and working as well 
as the acquisi�on of professional, methodical, personal, and social competencies are in the 
foreground. Therefore, it cannot be the goal to hand over the intellectual and personality-
building processes that you go through in a course of study to a text generator that could re-
place you.  
In order to learn how to use AI in a professional, scien�fic, meaningful and value-added way, 
cri�cal reflec�on is of great importance. Please ask yourself the following ques�ons a�er 
each completed seminar paper or final project: 
What have I had done by text generators, how, and with what work results? Where was it 
helpful in which respect and where did I experience the limita�ons of the program? Did I ad-
here to the criteria of scien�fic work? To what extent can I op�mize its use? What will I no 
longer use the program for? 
 

3. Use of AI-Tools in the context of comple�ng course requirements and examina-
�ons 

The independence of the performances, which you have to prove in the context of SL or PL, 
must not be restricted by the use of AI-Tools. This means that you can use AI-Tools for prep-
ara�on and support, but not to produce the actual performances.  
 
Writen assignments must therefore be accompanied by a declara�on of academic inde-
pendence in the following way: 
 
I certify that I have completed the written work independently and that I have not used any 
auxiliary means other than those indicated. All passages that are taken from other works in 
terms of wording or meaning (including translations) have been clearly marked as taken 
from other works in each individual case, with precise indication of the source (including the 
World Wide Web and other electronic data bases). This also applies to attached drawings, 
images, sketches and similar. In particular, I affirm that I have indicated all literal and se-
mantic adoptions from other works as well as the use of AI-based text generators. I take 
note that the proven omission of the indication of origins will be considered as attempted 
fraud. 
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Examples: 
For example, if a transla�on is the subject or part of an SL or PL, AI tools cannot be used for it. 
If, on the other hand, you want to refer to a foreign-language essay as a source for a writen 
paper, you can have this ar�cle translated into German by an AI tool if you can provide appro-
priate proof. 
If the cri�cal use of AI tools is itself the subject of the performance, for example, in the sense 
that you are to test and cri�cally evaluate the use of prompts, the use of AI tools may be 
explicitly necessary. 
 
In case of doubt, talk to the lecturer with whom you want to perform the SL or PL, whether 
and in which way you can or should include AI tools! 
 

4.  Documenta�on and Indica�on 
In the same way as you clearly indicate the reference to your sources in your work, you must 
also iden�fy all content that was created with the help of an AI, including the prompts. If you 
pass off AI-generated informa�on and elements of your work as your own content - created 
by you without the help of AI - this may be a copyright infringement, but in either way it is 
scien�fic misconduct and an atempt to commit fraud. Please label and document the AI-gen-
erated elements of your work in the following manner (see appendix for specific examples): 

• All content generated by a text generator in connec�on with your writen performance 
must be documented in the appendix, including your input (prompt), the GPT variant, 
and the access date. 

• If you use external descrip�ons or ideas in the input, you must name them according 
to the general cita�on rules. 

• Prepare the chat transcripts in the appendix in such a way that the reviewers can find 
the corresponding passages in the chat quickly and clearly, for example by numbering 
the individual ques�ons in the chat consecu�vely.  

• Within your writen work, please mark the informa�on, statements or text elements 
generated by an AI by footnotes or a reference to the (numbered) appendix. 

• Texts prepared with the help of an AI and modified by you in terms of wri�ng style 
must be marked with a reference to the corresponding part of the appendix. 

• An example for a structured processing as well as instruc�ons for expor�ng your chats 
can be found in the appendix. 

 



  

 

 

 

page 5 / 12 

 

 

5. Limita�ons and restric�ons of AI-based text generators and resul�ng 
consequences for your scien�fic prac�ce 

Text generators basically work according to sta�s�cal principles. They create texts based on 
training data and then generate a new text based on probabili�es. The answers generated by 
AIs are therefore writen in a comprehensive and fluent way and o�en make plausible state-
ments. However, the way text generators work has a crucial disadvantage that you should be 
aware of: The AI cannot judge how good the texts and data it has been trained with are, and 
it is not possible to trace where the informa�on comes from. Facts, cita�ons, authors and 
sources issued by the AI may be fic�onal. The generated texts can also be tenden�ous, as 
they o�en favor statements contained in the training data, which the text generators also 
cannot validate and reflect upon objec�vely. You, as the users, are the ones who check 
whether the informa�on is correct. If you do not do this, any errors, misinforma�on, misjudg-
ments and evalua�ons contained will be reproduced. Furthermore, the use of invented data 
and/or research results cons�tutes scien�fic misconduct. Another major limita�on of text 
generators is the �meliness of the databases used. The training data of the latest free GPT 
versions are two years old. Thus, current developments are not covered - at least at the mo-
ment. 
 
It is also possible that an AI uses copyrighted material based on your input (especially scien-
�fic works) and then exploits this in the output, which will o�en not be recognizable to you in 
the result because the AI does not indicate its "training sources". An appropriate cita�on is 
therefore hardly possible here. This could happen in par�cular if you make very specific in-
quiries with respect to concrete works, opinions or models, for instance by referring to a pop-
ular recep�on of the later by certain scien�sts. This could also happen if you use copyrighted 
texts or other data already in the input (which you have to mark in any case, as described 
before). Copyright law does not only apply to the unauthorized copying of other people's 
works or protected parts thereof, but also protects against unauthorized adapta�ons that do 
not maintain a sufficient distance to the protected work or even distort it. It is therefore also 
advisable to publish works based on AI-generated texts only a�er strict control. 
 
Please always remember in this context: 
You are responsible for the results of your work and for compliance with the criteria of sci-
en�fic work. Furthermore, the university assumes no liability for any copyright infringements 
that may have occurred during input or output. Even if an AI-generated text does not cons�-
tute a copyright infringement, freely invented facts/sources/authors etc. are s�ll subject to 
scien�fic plagiarism, as is the use of an AI-generated text as a separate text, i.e. without ap-
propriate documenta�on. You remain the person responsible for the text, even if you label it 
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as AI-generated. Just as you must review and cri�cally evaluate your sources, you must also 
review and cri�cally evaluate results of AI that are generally not scien�fically validated. The 
AI's errors will invariably become your errors. 
 
The so�ware for recognizing AI-based texts con�nues to evolve, as do the text generators 
themselves. Paid versions of "AI-based" language models/text generators are also affected by 
the problems men�oned. 
 

6.  What does a reflec�ve use of AI tools look like? 
 
If you use AI as part of your studies, the use must always be meaningful and add value. You 
can be inspired by AI tools, but ul�mately it is important that you train your own wri�ng skills. 
Without basic skills in scien�fic wri�ng, you will not be able to adequately evaluate the textual 
results of an AI. 
Check all generated data, facts, sources, and authors. Above all, check the relevance of the 
sources men�oned. O�en new and important data are not available, others are freely in-
vented, or only average or majority opinions are presented, but not new / different perspec-
�ves relevant to current issues. 
Take a posi�on in the professional discourse! Show by your own point of view that you have 
ac�vely discussed the subject mater and not only copied the algorithms of a "stochas�c par-
rot". This is how you make a difference now and later! 
 
 
Further Resources: 

• Dime:US, 2023 (im Erscheinen). Impulspapier: Künstliche Intelligenz (KI) und Hoch-
schule – Bedeutung für Studium, Lehre und Prüfungen an der Universität Siegen. 
htps://dime.uni-siegen.de/  

• ‘Dossier: Genera�ve KI’. 2023. Hochschulforum Digitalisierung – Hochschulbildung im 
digitalen Zeitalter. htps://hochschulforumdigitalisierung.de/de/dossiers/genera�ve-
ki.  

• Susanne Rentsch (2023), „Computer sagt nein“ – Gesellschaftliche Teilhabe und 
strukturelle Diskriminierung im Zeitalter Künstlicher Intelligenz. In: Andreas Wagener, 
Carsten Stark (Hrsg.), Die Digitalisierung des Politischen. Theoretische und praktische 
Herausforderungen für die Demokratie. Wiesbaden, Springer-VS, S. 23–44. 

• Schmohl, Tobias, Alice Watanabe, und Kathrin Schelling, Hrsg. 2023. Künstliche Intelli-
genz in der Hochschulbildung: Chancen und Grenzen des KI-gestützten Lernens und 
Lehrens. 1. Aufl. Bd. 4. Hochschulbildung: Lehre und Forschung. Bielefeld, Germany: 
transcript Verlag. htps://doi.org/10.14361/9783839457696. 

https://dime.uni-siegen.de/
https://hochschulforumdigitalisierung.de/de/dossiers/generative-ki
https://hochschulforumdigitalisierung.de/de/dossiers/generative-ki
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839457696
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• Salden, Peter, und Jonas Leschke, Hrsg. 2023. „Didak�sche und rechtliche Perspek�-
ven auf KI-gestütztes Schreiben in der Hochschulbildung“. Bericht. Ruhr-Universität 
Bochum. htps://doi.org/10.13154/294-9734. 

• KI-Campus - Die Lernpla�orm für Künstliche Intelligenz, htps://www.ki-cam-
pus.org/Taskcard-Pinnwand zu KI des Team Digitale Lehre. 
htps://www.taskcards.de/#/board/80ea96dd-2f21-4ad7-934c-d382bb9e19e6/view 

 
 
With the support of the Faculty Salon of the Faculty of Arts and Humani�es 
for the Dean's Office of the Faculty of Arts and Humani�es: Veronika Albrecht-Birkner, Vice 
Dean for Studies and Teaching 
for the project dime:US: Minoubanu Seitz and Lorenz Gilli 
 
  

https://doi.org/10.13154/294-9734
https://www.ki-campus.org/
https://www.ki-campus.org/
https://www.taskcards.de/#/board/80ea96dd-2f21-4ad7-934c-d382bb9e19e6/view
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Appendix: prepara�on of chat histories or other output from AI-based 
text generators as appendices for writen assignments 
Status: summer semester 2023 
 
All content created by a text generator in connec�on with your writen work must be atached 
to the paper as an image screenshot in the (digital) appendix, as must the corresponding input. 
The examples given here refer to the AI-based text generator ChatGPT, but the guidelines 
apply in principle to all AI tools. Check with your instructor for further details, if necessary. 
 
Necessary details are:  

• your complete submission (prompt), including cita�on of any work used, if applicable 
• the complete edi�on of the AI 
• the version of the AI 
• the date of access 

 
For beter referencing in the body text of the paper, the chats must be numbered (consecu-
�vely or systema�cally) or otherwise prepared in a clear and structured way. By systema�cally 
numbering them, you can easily refer to them in the body text of the paper, e.g., with: "see 
Appendix ChatGPT 1." 
Make sure that when you call up saved chats, the version displayed is always the current ver-
sion, not the historical version you used to create the chat! If you con�nue the chat for a 
longer �me and the version changes in the mean�me, you have to make clear which part was 
created with which version! Furthermore, please note that ChatGPT does not create a daily 
history of your chats, but only stores the chats sorted by months. Therefore, it is best to im-
mediately record the date and version of the chat. 
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ChatGPT 1: Literature query on the topic "Leib" (ChatGPT Mar 14 version, accessed 
6/26/2023) 
 

Aten�on. This screenshot is an example of output by ChatGPT, which is 
partly correct and partly wrong. Indeed, the authors suggested by ChatGPT 
exist and are relevant for the German philosophical term "Leib" ("felt-body"). 
However, the texts suggested by ChatGPT do not come from these authors. 
The work "Phenomenology of Spirit" exists, but it is not writen by Edmund 
Husserl, but by Georg W. F. Hegel. 

! 
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ChatGPT 2: Query on diploma�c rela�onship between Ukraine and Russia (ChatGPT 
May 24 version, accessed 7/10/2023) 
 

Aten�on. This screenshot is an example of ChatGPT output that does not reflect 
the current state of informa�on. ! 

 

 
(part 1/2) 
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(part 2/2) 
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ChatGPT 3: query about the first name of the German poli�cian B. Höcke (ChatGPT 
May 24 version, accessed: 6/26/2023) 
 

Aten�on! This screenshot shows how unreliable the output of ChatGPT can be 
and that inquiries may lead to a worse result. The first name of the German pol-
i�cian in ques�on is Björn, not Bernd. 

! 
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