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Structure 



• About 100 biographical interviews with young adult former foster children 
• Conducted in different projects (2007-2010; practical projects) 
• we use these interviews now for theory generating research projects 

 
• Our question: 

What makes the difference between biographies of women and men who 
feature very positive vs. very negative trajectories 
EVEN THOUGH they shared the two characteristics:  
a) they had a difficult start in life and 

 b) they have spent at least part of their life in a foster family  
 
 

• Now we would like to present our approach... 
 
 

Data Sample 
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Searching for these categories... 
 
• liabilities and resources, 
• Conditions and context of socialisation,  
• critical life events and turning points,  
• gender specific development tasks,  
• gender specific perceptions,  
• patterns of interpretation 

 

Analysis 



 Example for... 
• Conditions and context of socialisation 
• critical life events 

 
 

 „She [the mother] always took the door handles, closed the door of our 
room. And I remember when I was about 4 years old, yes, of course we 
were little children. And we started playing with the pocket lighters and 
suddenly the room started burning (.) My mother was drugged up to the 
eyeballs, lying in her bed, and my brother and me we were trapped in the 
flames (..). Yes, and then I had the idea to jump out of the window. We 
were pretty lucky to live on the first floor. Yes and after that I was taken 
into custody by the youth welfare for the first time, I was taken away from 
my mother and they brought me to a psychiatric hospital.“ 

Analysis 



 Example for... 
• conditions and context of socialisation,  
• turning points, 
• pattern of interpretation 

 
 
 

 
„Yes and at the age of eleven, twelve, I really got lost (.) This is to say I 
was regularly in contact with drugs (.) later on heroin and ecstatsy and 
things like that. And at that point everything went downhill. School didn‘t 
work, being a first offender. (..) At home nothing but stress (..) so, 
everything took its course.“ 
 

Analysis 



 Our categories 
• conditions of socialisation,  
• liabilities,  
• gender specific development tasks,  
• gender specific perceptions,  
• pattern of interpretation 

 
 „Back then I was very (.) well lets say I was distressed. Even though I was 

still pretty young, I felt very responsible for my younger brother. He is two 
years younger than I am. For example that we have bread. Little things like 
that, I was occupied by them, because my mother didn‘t succeed to do that 
anymore. My mother, she, yes (.) she was simly not responsive, also not (…) 
well she didn‘ beat me, that‘s not the way she was. She wasn‘t a horror - 
mother. But she had simply (.) much to much to do with herself. Instead of 
taking care for us.“ 
 

Analysis 



   Definition of succesful and unsuccesfull biographical trajectories 
• objective perspective vs. subjective perspective 

 

   Limits of the approach 
• Variety of the life situations and conditions of socialization (obj) 
 Ambivalence towards own life experiences  

There a always two sides: back then it was very severe – but it could have been worse. Actually I had good luck  
 

Dependence on idividual relations With who do I compare?  
and in some cases „irrationale“ ideas for the future (subj) 
When I come out of prison I will have the job of my dreams, I will be a wonderful father and reconcile my birth family 

•  
The situations use to be much more multidimensional and complex then the 
criterias with which we chose the cases suggest 
 

Strengths of the approach  
• We clearly find factors that influence biographical trajectories in positive and 

negative ways 

Findings 



Factor that influence the biographical trajectory 
 
• Continuity and discontinuity  

(also the way unpreventable transistions are shaped) 
• Quality of conditions of socialization 

(e.g. availability of important attachment figures/ agents of socialization 
and important systems of support/ institutions) 

• Particular vulnerable life stages and and fragile developmental conditions 
• Coping strategies and stragies for handling difficult situation which the 

person has acquired and which are available (also for development tasks 
which are particular for foster children) 

• Individual validity and use of gender – stereotypic behaviour and coping-
strategies (flexible vs. restrictive) 

First results 



Thank you! 
 
 
 

Daniela Reimer & Dirk Schäfer 
 

Universität Siegen 
Adolf-Reichwein-Str. 2 

57068 Siegen 
 
 
 
International:  http://www.uni-siegen.de/foster-care-research 
National:  http://www.uni-siegen.de/pflegekinder-forschung 
 

 

http://www.uni-siegen.de/foster-care-research
http://www.uni-siegen.de/foster-care-research
http://www.uni-siegen.de/foster-care-research
http://www.uni-siegen.de/foster-care-research
http://www.uni-siegen.de/foster-care-research
http://www.uni-siegen.de/foster-care-research
http://www.uni-siegen.de/foster-care-research
http://www.uni-siegen.de/pflegekinder-forschung
http://www.uni-siegen.de/pflegekinder-forschung
http://www.uni-siegen.de/pflegekinder-forschung
http://www.uni-siegen.de/pflegekinder-forschung
http://www.uni-siegen.de/pflegekinder-forschung

	Biographies of foster children
	Foliennummer 2
	Foliennummer 3
	Foliennummer 4
	Foliennummer 5
	Foliennummer 6
	Foliennummer 7
	Foliennummer 8
	Foliennummer 9
	Foliennummer 10
	Foliennummer 11
	Foliennummer 12
	Foliennummer 13
	Foliennummer 14
	Foliennummer 15

