
Proceedings of the Fourth
Conference of the International

Society for the Empirical Study of
Literature, IGEL, Budapest 1994

EMPIRICAL
APPROACHESTO
LITERATURE

b_

Edited by
Gebhard Rusch

LUMIS-Publications Special Issue Volume VI



ISSN 0934 8697 (LUMIS-Publications Special
Edition)
LUMIS-Publications, Special Edition, Vol. VI,
Institute for Empirical Literature and Media Research, Siegen University,
0-57068 SIEGEN, Phone: 49 271 7404440, Fax: 49 271 740 2533

Empirical Approaches
to Literature

Proceedings of the Fourth Biannual Conference of the
International Society for the Empirical Study of Literature - IGEL

Budapest, August 1994

Edited by

Gebhard Rusch

LUMIS-Publications, Siegen University, Siegen 1995



Table of Contents

Preface

Presidents' Addresses

Ldszl6 Hallisz (/GEL-Presideml992-1994)
IGEL - Seven Years After

Steven TlJllJsy de Zepelnek (/GEL-Presidem /994-/996)
IGEL - Aims and Objectives for 1994-96

Chapter I. Empirical
Sleen P. Larsen'" Reinhold Viehoff
Introduction: ,,Empirical" - What does it Mean in IGEL-Studks?

Peler Dixon'" Marisa Bortolussi
The Reader, the NarralOr and the Characters:
A Cue-IntefllCtion Model of Characterization

Peler Swirski
The Role of Game Theory in Literary Studies

Marcy H. Dorj'mIJn
Evaluating the Interpretive Community

Don Kuiken'" David S. Mia/I
Procednres in 'Think Aloud Studies: Contrihutions
to the Phenomenology of Literary Response

Eva M. Thury & Alexmuier Friedlander
The Impact of Expertise:
The Role of Experience in Reading Uterary Texts

Reinhold Viehoff
Literary Genres as Cognitive Schemata

Kees van Rees
The Effect of Critical Attention on Dehntants' Carrers

David Fishelov
Studying Literary Genres: The Empirical Angle

4

9

10

IO

16

21

21

28

31

44

50

61

72

77

84

William F. Brewer
Discourse Force and Empirical Studies of Literature

Robert de Beaugrande
The Status of Literary Communication in
'Post-classical' Theories of Language and Discourse

Gebhard Rusch
The Notion of ,,Empirical"; Knowing How

Siegfried J. Schmidl
What can ,,Empirical" Mean in a Constructivist Context?
10 Considerations

Chapter 2. Literary System
Peler M. He}l, Paisley livingston & Gebhard Rusch
Introduction; Systems-Theories in the Humanities

Bonghi Cha
Literary Communicatiou and the Reception of Foreign Literature
- Reception and Concretization of 'Critical Realism' in Korea

Toshio Ohlaki
Recent Tendencies of the Uterature-Sy'stem in Japan

Sleven 10UJsy de Zepelnek
Systems Thinking in North American Literary Studies

Achim Barsch
The Literary System and its System Theoretical Construction ­
The Case of Levels of Action

Henk de Berg
Empirical Science of Literature, Literary Historiography,
and the Problem of Textual Analysis

Matthias Prangel
Can Written Texts 'Speak' to Us? Historical Contextuality
and the Problem of Understanding Texts

Niels Werber
Evolution of Literary Communication instead of
Social History of Literature

Trevor POllech
Literature aod the Social-Psycbology of Violence

Barbara Graves & Andre Renaud
What Expert Performance Reveals about the Literary System

89

96

103

109

113

113

120

125

133

138

142

149

157

164

170

5



Brigil/a Welzel
Programmatic Discourse and Film Production
in !he Gennan 'Third Reich'

Ulrich Meyszies
Literary Systems in Modem Society.
The two German Literary Systems
before !he Wall crone down

Chapter 3. Canonization
Andreas Poltermann
Introduction: The Study of Canonization
from an Empirical Point of View

Friederike Worthmann
Interest and Scope of Studies in Canonization, or:
What do We Want to Know?

Melle Hjon
Privilege and !he Politics of Recognition

Marita Keilson-Lauritz
The Making of !he Gay Canon

femeljan Hakemulder
What Literature Does to Society.
The Effect of a Life-Style Component

Maj Asplund Carlsson
From Max to Mio. Tbe Canon of Children's Literature
in Swedish Preschools

Stephen Bonnycaslle
Canon-Fonnation in Contemporary Literary Studies.
An Inquiry into How Novels Wrillen Since 1960
Become Canonized

Chapter 4. Emotion
Gerald C. Cupchik
Introduction: Discussion Paper for Workshop on Emotions

Sara Davis & Els Andringa
Narrative Structure and Emotional Response

Bruce F. Katz
A Model of Positive Affective Response CO Suspense in Stories

6

Adam Muller
Quasi-Emotions, Fiction, and Belief 252

176 Gerard Steen
Cognitive and Emotive Propenies of Metapbors 258

Reuven Tsur

181
Semantic Processes and Emotional Quality in Poetry 265

Els Andringa
Narrative Complexity and Emotional Involvement. Differences

188 between Expert and Non-Expert Readers 272

David S. Miall & Dan Kuiken
Feeling and !he Three Phases of Literary Response 282

188 fose Sanders
Affective Functions of Perspective in
Biblical Narratives and News Report.< 291

194 William F. Brewer
The Problem of Rereading for

200 Theories of Story Enjoyment 298

Ltiszl6 HaMsz
206 Reinterpretation and Personal Meaning in Literary Understanding 304

Chapter 5. Text 312
214

Willie van Peer
The Empirical Study of (Literary) Texts 313

221 Norbert Groeben & Margrit Schreier
Descriptive vs. Prescriptive Aspects of !he Concept of
Literature (Taking !he Polyvalence Convention as an Example) 319

Yeshayahu Shen
227 Metapborical Comparisons and Principles of Categorization 325

Dar/he Bern/sen & fohn M. Kennedy

233
Contradictions in Literary Texts: A Means of Expressing Allitudes 333

David Hanauer

233
The Effects of Educational Background
on Literary and Poetic Text Categorization Judgements 338

236
Anhur C. Graesser, Max A. Kassler, Katinka Dijkstra,
Roger f. Kreuz, RolfA. Zwaan, and Bonnie Mclain AI/en
Comprehending Novel Mental Models of Time in Einstein's Dreams 348

245 fanos Ltisz16
Processing Modality of Literary Narratives 354

7



David S. Miall & f)on Kuike"
ASpe":l:-' of Literary Response: I\. New Questionnaire

Paul A. Fortier
The Role of Theory in I jtcrary SlUdics

Index

36X

376

Preface

This Volume contains the contributions to the .Jth Conference of the International Society
for thc Empirical Study of Literature. (GEL. held at the Institute for Psychology of th~
Hungarian Ac~dcmy of Science. Budapest, 2-1.-27. August 199.J. The Conference was
organizcd by L,iszl6 Hal"sz, the fonncr President of IGEL, and the Execlltive Committee
for the I992-1 99-1-period.

The chapters of this volume correspond to the five sections of t.he conference: EmpiricaL
Literary Systelll. C,lIlonizatioll, Emotion. and Text. Except for the text-seClioH the chair­
persons added sonle irllroducl.ory comments concerning general problems. lhcmnlic out­
lines, and propos-1ls for further discussion. The former and the actual IGEL-Presidents
contributcd their ~ddresscs 10 this volullle. looking back at the history and developmenl of
lGEL and outlining future perspectives. It will be up 10 all the IGEL-members 10 take care
for this unique international and interdisciplinary [omm.

A proceeding's volume should not only function as a document. but as a working device
for lGEL-sludies - al least within the next two ye~rs until the 5th IGEL-Conference. For
this r"'"S0n the volume had been completed with a detailed index. The items listed in the
index were laken from the mnning lexl only. Because or some fealures of Ihe son warc­
inde.\-fulletion Ihe indcx also lisls some incidences of some ilems in foolnotes :lIld biblio­
graphies.

The lillie hedgehog on the book covcr and on the first page of each chapler has been cre­
ated by Elrud Ibseh in 1989 as the IGEL-Logo for thc Amsterdam IGEL-Conferenee
(,.Igel". the acronym of our sociely. is the German word for hedgehog). With the pennis­
slOn of Elrud Ibseh the hedgehog-logo reappears here to fully live its melaphorieal role.
and to remind liS of the cleverness the hedgehogs demonstrated in their races with the
hare.

Thanks 10 the fasl and proper work of all the eOlllributors this book could be produced in
relCltively shan time: a presupposition for serving its functions. As usual. the editor takes ­
in the end - Ihe whole respcnsibility for all remaining errors ~nd mistakes that passed the
editorial procedure. and for all delays that hindcred an "'"rlier appearance of this book. In
the final end. howe,·cr. this book will - hopefully - promote and stimulate empirical stud­
ies of literature and lhe media!

Gebhard Rusch Sicgen. March 1995
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