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Preface

This Volume contains the contributions to the .Jth Conference of the International Society
for thc Empirical Study of Literature. (GEL. held at the Institute for Psychology of th~
Hungarian Ac~dcmy of Science. Budapest, 2-1.-27. August 199.J. The Conference was
organizcd by L,iszl6 Hal"sz, the fonncr President of IGEL, and the Execlltive Committee
for the I992-1 99-1-period.

The chapters of this volume correspond to the five sections of t.he conference: EmpiricaL
Literary Systelll. C,lIlonizatioll, Emotion. and Text. Except for the text-seClioH the chair
persons added sonle irllroducl.ory comments concerning general problems. lhcmnlic out
lines, and propos-1ls for further discussion. The former and the actual IGEL-Presidents
contributcd their ~ddresscs 10 this volullle. looking back at the history and developmenl of
lGEL and outlining future perspectives. It will be up 10 all the IGEL-members 10 take care
for this unique international and interdisciplinary [omm.

A proceeding's volume should not only function as a document. but as a working device
for lGEL-sludies - al least within the next two ye~rs until the 5th IGEL-Conference. For
this r"'"S0n the volume had been completed with a detailed index. The items listed in the
index were laken from the mnning lexl only. Because or some fealures of Ihe son warc
inde.\-fulletion Ihe indcx also lisls some incidences of some ilems in foolnotes :lIld biblio
graphies.

The lillie hedgehog on the book covcr and on the first page of each chapler has been cre
ated by Elrud Ibseh in 1989 as the IGEL-Logo for thc Amsterdam IGEL-Conferenee
(,.Igel". the acronym of our sociely. is the German word for hedgehog). With the pennis
slOn of Elrud Ibseh the hedgehog-logo reappears here to fully live its melaphorieal role.
and to remind liS of the cleverness the hedgehogs demonstrated in their races with the
hare.

Thanks 10 the fasl and proper work of all the eOlllributors this book could be produced in
relCltively shan time: a presupposition for serving its functions. As usual. the editor takes 
in the end - Ihe whole respcnsibility for all remaining errors ~nd mistakes that passed the
editorial procedure. and for all delays that hindcred an "'"rlier appearance of this book. In
the final end. howe,·cr. this book will - hopefully - promote and stimulate empirical stud
ies of literature and lhe media!

Gebhard Rusch Sicgen. March 1995
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