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...And so I sang 
how the white sails of Columbus, of 
Cortez and the Pilgrims, brought 
this krypton iris here and made 
the desert bloom, 
how they raised 
the great light-sculptured houses 
of cards and dice on sand-- 
I sang how 
the rainbow ghosts of waterfalls 
are pulsed into the sockets of 
Las Vegas lights and flash in crimson, green, 
gold and violet its humongous word, 
V A C A N C YV A C A N C Y   
V A C A N C YV A C A N C Y   
up to the dancing 
stars. 
from ”Close Encounters“ 
in Winning the Dust Bowl, 2001 
 

 
 

Renowned scholar and poet Carter Revard, part Osage, was born in 
Oklahoma and has taught at numerous American universities. In 
February 2006 he was honored with a Lifetime Achievement Award by 
the Native Writers’ Circle of the Americas. 
 
 
 

Anglistik's 16th Contemporary Writers' Forum 
www.fb3.uni-siegen.de/anglistik/forum/forum.html 


