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9 areas characterized by geographical remoteness but also by strategic location



remoteness, insularity, small size, 
difficult topography, dependent by 
EU funding for infrastructure
The first Schengen country, isolated 
by the others



European identity(ies)

• Integration include “a sense of community” 
(Deutsche, 1953; Risse, 2005)

• If we share a common vision for EU, then we 
should know each other

• Do we?
• Research via a questionnaire to explore 

Greeks Europe‘s Outermost Regions 
awareness 



38%

62%

Sex

Male

Female

N=186 persons
Questionnaires
Via facebook/google form



37%

18%
19%

14%
12%

Age

18-24
25-30
31-40
41-50
51-over

Almost half of them are from 18-30 years old



5%

48%

47%

Level of Education

General High
School

Undergraduate

Postgraduate -
PhD



53%

16%

12%

13%

2% 2% 2%
What is your job?

Student

Teacher

Employer

Freelancer

Unemployed

Graduate

Retired

Most of them are students and school teachers



41%

12%
18%

14%

8% 4% 3%

Scientific Field International and
European Studies
Pedagogical Studies

Social Sciences &
Humanities
Business & Marketing

Political Science

Computer Science

Engineering

Respectively most of them study or have studied Political 
Sciences, focusing in International and European Studies or 
Pedagogical studies



92%

Place of Residence

Greece

Belgium

Spain

UK

Germany

USA

Poland

Romania

Cyprus



99%

Nationality

Greek
Cypriot
French



43%

57%

Do you know the term "Outermost European 
Regions" (ORs)?

Yes

No



37

57

83

87

91

100

100

106

131
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Mayotte

Rhine

Madeira

Martinique

St. Martin

French Guiana

Azores

Guadeloupe

Canary Islands

Which of the following areas, which are among the 
"Outermost European Regions", do you know?



31%

25%
15%

10%

11%
7%

1%

Please indicate how you have been informed about 
each of them

Media

Academic Knowledge &
Research
EU Institutions

Geography

Random Guess

Tourist Destination

Work



66%

34%

Do you know whether the European acquis
applies to these areas?

Yes it does
No it does not



23%

77%

Do you know if there is a special treatment for 
these areas by the EU?

Yes
No



25%

24%24%

15%

7% 5%

Which are the main problems that these areas face? 

Economic Dependence
Geographic Location
Limited growth potential
Insularity
Difficult Topography
Climate



39%

6%

55%

Do you think that these areas, despite the 
difficulties they face, contribute positively to the 

EU?

Yes
No
Don’t know



74%

3%

23%

Do you think it is beneficial for the EU to invest in 
these regions?

Yes
No
Don't know



10%

35%55%

Are these areas adequately supported by the 
EU?

Yes
No
Don't know



66%

34%

Do you think that the EU should be the main 
supporter of these areas?

Yes
No



33%

26%

20%

19%

2%

Why should EU support these areas?

I do not know

Economic Benefits

Social Cohesion, Equality,
Opportunities

EU Consolidation, Dissemination of
Values, Border Enlargement, Increase
of Influence, Strategic Sector

Climate Change, Environmental
Protection



52%
48%

Are you aware that the following European 
programs Horizon 2020, Erasmus+, LIFE + and 
COSME, also provide support for these areas?

Yes
No



Conclusions 
• Outermost European regions is a subject that is 

unknown to many EU citizens
• Some of them are known as tourist destination
• The strategic location and the scientific and economic 

value of these areas (linked with the ocean) or the  
great diversity of animal and plant species, which can 
offer great potential for research in areas such as 
health, bio-medicine and bio-pharmacy is 
underestimated

• Despite the small area and population (0.85% of the 
EU’s total population and 2.5% of its land area) these 
areas are of utmost importance for EU as global actor.



Next step

• Organise a seminar for students and teachers 
regarding the Europe‘s Outermost Regions

• The seminar will take place on the 11th

January 2018



Thank you for your attention
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