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Contact information

Dr. des. Daniela Fleiß
Department of Modern History
University of Siegen
Adolf-Reichwein-Str. 2
57068 Siegen
Phone: [+49] (0)271/740-4623 or -4502
Email: fleiss@geschichte.uni-siegen.de

Conference location

University of Siegen
Artur-Woll-Haus
Am Eichenhang 50
57076 Siegen

Room: AE-A 103 (first floor)

Travel information

For information on how to find us (by plain, train, car and 
bus) please turn to the information on the conference web-
site: http://www.uni-siegen.de/phil/geschichte/lehrstueh-
le/neueregeschichte/histourismus/anreise.html.en?lang=
en or use the QR code below.

Route planner (with Google Maps)

For planning your route to Siegen please use the following 
URL: https://goo.gl/maps/VBsvY or the QR code below.

About the conference

Historic sites are very popular today. They have been for a 
long time, as people chose them as favourite places to see 
and experience. The conference addresses several of the 
issues at hand in these past journeys into the past: Why did 
people seek out places as echoes of the past? What is the 
role of history in these specific types of touristic expe-
rience? What characterizes the touristic quality of localizing 
the past in a specific place? What are the effects of looking 
at the past from a tourist’s perspective? How and to what 
purpose does this process generate conceptions of the 
past or even of history? Papers will reflect on the character, 
role and functioning of this kind of tourism and its ways to 
popularize history.

Registration

Attendance at the conference is free. However, for planning 
purposes, it is mandatory to register at the conference web-
site: http://www.uni-siegen.de/phil/geschichte/lehr-
stuehle/neueregeschichte/histourismus/anmeldung.ht-
ml.en?lang=en (or use the QR code below). Coffee, cold 
beverages and snacks will be on offer free of charge for all 
registered participants. You may also register for lunch 
and/or for dinner for the first and/or the second of the confe-
rence days for a charge ranging each from 10 Euros for 
lunch to 25 Euros for dinner, which will be charged at the 
venue. All meals are free for speakers and chairs.

To the registration page

Convenors

Prof. Dr. Angela Schwarz
Email: schwarz@geschichte.uni-siegen.de

Dr. des. Daniela Fleiß
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Conference programme

Thursday, November 6

9:30am – 10:00am
Welcoming coffee

10:00am – 10:30am
Angela Schwarz (Siegen)

Starting out and arriving – By way of introduction

Sektion I: Conceptual remarks

10:30am – 12:30pm
Jerome DeGroot (Manchester)

"The Past is a Foreign Country" – 
History and/ as Colonialism

Ian McKay (Kingston/Ontario)
A Picturesque Atrocity: Canadian Tourism/History

and the Romance of Evangeline, 1840s-1960s

12:30pm – 1:30pm
Lunch break

Sektion II: Religious Sites

1:30pm – 3:00pm
Christoph Luzi (Luzern)

From the Konzilgebäude to Imperia – a City Tour
through the Historic Imaginations of Constance

Silvio Reichelt (Heidelberg)
Protestant Pilgrims on Routes to Luther

3:00pm – 3:30pm
Coffee break

Sektion III: Dark Tourism

3:30pm – 5:00pm
Sylvia Kesper-Biermann (Cologne)

"Very very interesting as well as disgusting".
Torture Museums and Dark Tourism

Daniela Fleiß (Siegen)
Visiting Cemeteries between Memento Mori

and Personality Cult

5:00pm – 5:15pm
Coffee break 

5:15pm – 6:00pm
Axel Drecoll (Munich)

The "Fuehrer" in Private. Historical Tourism at
Obersalzberg and "eagle's nest" between Nazi

Folklore and the Politics of Remembrance

7:00pm
Dinner

Friday, November 7

Sektion IV: Nation and Identity:
The European and Non-European Periphery

9:30am – 11:00am
Robert Lukenda (Mainz/Erlangen)

Patriotic Itineraries – History Tourism and
Nation-Building in Nineteenth-Century Italy

Hann Kozińska-Witt (Rostock)
Journeys as a National Duty: the Case of Polish Cracow

11:00am – 11:30am
Coffee break

11:30am – 1:00pm
Katharina Haverkamp (Jena)

“New Interest in Old Russian Things”: History Tourism
in the Soviet Union in the 1960s and 1970s

António Barrento (Lissabon)
History in the Making: Visiting Revolutionary

Sites in Republican China (1912-1949)

1:00pm – 2:30pm
Lunch break

Sektion V: Nation and Identity:
The Western and Mid-European-Context 

2:30pm – 4:00pm
Tobias Scheidt (Siegen)

“Spots in which the Past is Most at Home“:
Popular Periodicals and Anglo-German

History Tourism in Mid-Nineteenth Century

Silvia Hess (Luzern)
Facing History? Imagination and
Irritation on Visiting Morgarten

4:00pm – 4:30pm
Coffee break

4:30pm – 6:00pm
Timo Saalmann (Bamberg)

Celtic Sites in Franconia. Archaeological
(Re-) Constructions and Identity Modelling

Adam Rosenbaum (Houston)
In Search of the Authentic Past:

Tourism and Identity in Postwar Bavaria

7:00pm
Dinner

Saturday, November 8

Sektion VI: The Past as a Romantic 
Attraction

9:30am – 11:00am
Ekkehard Schönherr (Jena)

Landscape and Three Kinds of Past.
The Mallorca of 1845 in the Travel Diary

of Spanish Historian Juan Cortada

Angela Berlis (Bern)
More than Ruin Romanticism? Religious Tourism

to Holy Places in the Nineteenth Century

11:00am – 11:30am
Coffee break

11:30am – 1:00pm
Alexandre Bonafos (New York)

The Lure of History. French Romantic Home Tours
and the Making of Historical Landscapes

Drew Flanagan (Waltham)
Civilizations of the Mind: French Travelers
and the History of the Rhine, 1945-1955

1:00pm – 1:30pm
Concluding discussion
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