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edly killed six camels while
several others have gone
wild and are straying.

Investigations

Dr Michael Kasiro, the
Amudat District veterinary
officer, yesterday said a team
of experts ison the ground to
investigate the source of the
disease.

He expressed fear that the
disease, which is currently
in Lora Sub-county, could
spread throughout the dis-
trict if not well handled.

“The disease started at-
tacking a camel which lat-
er ran mad and it started
jumping up and down, bit-
ing other animals, before it
died. Unfortunately, we now
suspect that many more ani-
mals have been infected,” Dr
Kasiro said.

He said the team, com-
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posed of the local staff, is
now trying to kill all the ani-
mals that have gone wild so
as to prevent the spread of

the disease.

Dr Kasiro added that the
district is still grappling with
the food and mouth disease.

“We are still stuck with foot
and mouth disease. We have
not yet finished with vac-
cination because we are

waiting for more drugs,” he :
added. Rabies is a viral dis- :
ease of the nervous systemof :

animals.

Experts call for immediate relocation of Mt. Elgon dwellers

Ephraim K Kasozl
Mbale

Environmental experts and
conservationists have called
for an immediate relocation
of Mt. Elgon dwellers in Man-
afwa District to avert a trage-
dy similar to one that claimed
hundreds of lives in Bududa
District.

The experts said delay in
resettling the residents living
in the vicinity of the 40km
crack in the Elgon Mountain
ranges could lead to catas-
trophe similar to the March
2010 landslide which killed
300 people.

“The funetions of moun-
tainous ecosystems in sus-
taining ecological processes
and meeting diverse human
needs throughout the region
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are important. But, the sys-
tem is under immense pres-
sure and deteriorating at an
alarming rate due to a quickly
growing human and livestock
population and ever increas-
ing demand for the natural
resources,” said Prof. Moses
Tenywa, the director of Mak-
erere University Agricultural
Research Institute in Kaban-
yolo.

He warned that pressures
on land results in natural re-
source conflicts which have
increased and continue fo
threaten the integrity of the
ecosystem. At least 30,000
people are at risk of suffer-
ing the looming landslides in
seven sub-counties in Man-
afwa District.

Prof. Tenywa made the
remarks during an environ-
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ment management confer-
ence in Mbale recently.
Makerere University De-
partment of Soil Science in
partnership with the Centre

“The population

is willing to he
resettled but the
alternative places
have to be safe and
productive to avoid
resistance’

Charles Walimbwa
Manafwa District chairman

for International Capacity
Development, Siegen, organ-
ised the conference.

Mr Ruger Winnegge, a
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hydrologist from Germany,
called foranintegrative trans-
boundary resources manage-
ment that also strengthens
institutional collaboration
between all stakeholders at
different levels including
local communities and au-
thorities in conservation and
resource management.

“We are seeking to develop
a framework for sustainable
natural resource manage-
ment and conflict transfor-
mation in trans-boundary
mountainous ecosystems
and also help experts to gain
hands-on experience in re-
search related to natural
resource conflicts and their
benefits,” said Mr Winnegge.

The Manafwa District
Chairman, Mr Charles Wal-
imbwa, said: “If the resettle-
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ment is tobe done, it needs to :

be worked on today and not ;
tomorrow. The population :
around the crack is willing to :
be resettled but the alterna- :
tive places have to be safe and :
productive to avoid resist- :
ance.”
He added: “As the local :
leadership, we appeal to hu- :
manitarian agencies to inter-
vene in the implementation
of this resettlement of the
people living near the crack.”
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on Tuesday at HEUB as n_._rw
attempted to rob Mr Em-
manuel Nzeyimana, a busi-

nessman, Capt. Kamara said
by the time of arrest, the two
were found in possession of
a pistol. He said security op-
eratives are looking for two
other suspects on the run.
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The police in Kihiihi Town
Council, Kanungu District,
have impounded a truck full
of expired juice which were
being sold to unsuspecting
customers in the town. The
impounded merchandise are
being kept at Kihiihi Police
Station, awaiting inspection
by the government chemist.
Kihiihi police boss Benon
: Bashunikana said they car-
ried out an impromptu search
after a tip-off shat many
shops were selling expired
juice at a give-away price. He
i said police also impounded
juice packaged without ex-
piry dates from shops,
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National Resistance Move-
ment’s (NRM) Paul Mugisha
hasheenelected new Nkumba
University guild president in
the just concluded elections.
This is the second time NRM
is taking the university’s top
most students’ leadership
position, defeating closest
opponent from the DP. Mr
Mugisha, a second year stu-
dent pursuing a Bachelor of
Business Administration de-
gree, replaces NRM's Nathan
Okebe. Mr Mugisha emerged
winner with 709 votes, fol-
lowed by DP’s Ronald Kalema
who got 419 votes.
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